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International application No. 
PCT/iB2005yD50496 



Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on tlie basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the o^g^nal langua^^^^^ liLch^''^"^ 
languag^^^ "which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 1 2.3 and 23.1 (b)). 
2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in th^^^^^^ application and 

necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingAurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

appropriate, were furnished. 
4. Additional comments: 
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BOX NO. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)U^^^^^^^ inventive step or 



Pndust? Japplfcabm^^^ STons and e';^.an ^.on-<^ .uooorting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


2,3.5,6.8,9 


No: 


Claims 


1,4.7.10-12 


Yes: 


Claims 


2,3.5,6,8.9 


No: 


Claims 


1.4,7.10-12 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial appIicabHlty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: US200i/053489 A1 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT. because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 , 1 0 - 1 2 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2 1 The document D1 discloses all of the features of claim 1 : ^, . - 

Method of determining a parameter relating to image blur (abstract: image blur being 
caused by aberrations is parametrized in Zernike coefficients) in an imaging system 
(abstract), the method comprising the steps of: 

- illuminating an object having a test pattern by means of the imaging system 
(paragraph 0094), thereby forming an image of the test pattern (implicit), thetest 
pattern having a size smaller than a resolution of the imaging system (paragraph 
0099- this pattern size is, in the light of the definition of resolution of the application; 

■ cf. page 4 lines 9- 11 of the application smaller than the resolution of the imaging 
system), the test pattern being an isolated test pattern (a ring pattern; cf. figure4). 
the image being blurred (deformation of the ring; cf. paragraph 1 03). 

- detecting the blurred image (paragraph 104). and 

- determining the parameter relating to the image blur (Zernike coefficient; of 
paragraph 0145) from a parameter (e.g. r,; cf. paragraph 0145) relating to the shape 
. of the blurred image. 

Therefore, claim 1 is not novel. 

The same applies mutatis mutandisXo independent claims 10-12. 

3 : Dependent Claims 4 and 7 da not contain any features. which, in combrnafion with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requlremente of the PGT m 
respect of novelty: 
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^1- ^L..- International application No. 

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING PCT/IB2005/050496 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) ^ 

D1 discloses (figures 7, 8, paragraph 01 18) the additional feature of c'^im 4 of the 
^eltion being determined from a parameter being related to the shape of the 
blurred image. 

D1 discloses (abstract, figure 1 ) the additional features of claim 7 o^^^e object being 
a mask, the method comprising illuminating a resist layer by an .mage of the test 
pattern and forming a pattern relating to the blun^ed image. 



4. 



The combination of the features of dependent claims 2. 3. 5. 6. 8 and 9 is neither 
known from, nor rendered obvious by. the available pnor art. 
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